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GUARDING AGAINST CRIME BY
GRADING MENTAL DEF ECTIVES

T VERY now and again the eom-
i munity Is stirred by the com-
A mitment of some atrocity. Fur

a time evervbody s talking
about it, the newspapers devote col-
umns to detalls, much speculation pre-
valls concerning possible motive and
Buggestions are rife that the crime must
be the product of an insane or feeble
mind. Boon, however, A new momen- |
tous event—possibly another erime—
holds the attention, and after a while
the first Is overshadowed and finally Is |
forgotten. In such wise does the his-
tory of crime repeat [tself,

The ability to forget i= a valuable
mental asset, and we would be in a
sorry atate of confusion were we unable
to suppress and adjust disagreeable
thoughts and experiences, In fact this I
power or function is a distinct funda- |

|City's **Clearing House,"
at Post - Graduate
Examined More Than 4,000 Cases in
Two Years---Different Tests Employed

can and should prepare against

| spread of crime,
It is only a few years ago that tha | amined by a trained psychologist who

idea of suspecting criminals as being |

of defective mentality was considered ' gence, which will be referred to later,
But thanks to sober | and

quite fantastic,
consideration and sclentific investiga-
tion, it has become an established fact
that mueh If not all of the crinvinality
about us {8 due to nervous instability,
Insanity and feeblemindedness.
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The | mental examination. &hould the

Established!

Hospital, Has

The elinle
M.tol PN

m open daily from % A,
Each patient is first ex-

uses the Rinet-Bimon scale of intelll-

after that the patlent is turned
over to one of the doctors, who takes a
complete history from the mother and |
other relatives, following this by a
thorough physical, neurological
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Basket weaving keeps the boys busy.

mental of human makeup., and when-
ever the mind can no longer nd:npt'
itself ruccessfully to the ever changing
environment which presents ltself— |
that of the outside world plus that Dfl
{t2 Inner self-—a mental malady of one
type or another will result. The mind
strives to be content, and this {4 ace
complished by tha wvarious faculties
functioning in accord. An unnleasant
recollection tends to disturb this ac-
cord, and so it is pushed out of the
mind—in other words, suppressed. How- |
ever, not everything that is suppressed |
is disposed of permanently for the ultl- |
mate good of the organism. The mind |
I8 relieved temporarily, to be sure, but
frequently the load that has been re-
moved, through the very neglect m."-'
corded it by suppression grows In |
magnitude and force and later develops |
into a symptom of disease, |
The body politic 18 much like a single, |
huge mind, and for confirmation one |
needs but  observe mob  psychology, |
where hundreds of Individuals will act |
a8 one man. We are shockel, we taik |
and we forget, only to repeat the per-
formance another and still other times, |
Recently it hias been the gunmen that |
have held the public attentlon, and |
Although the incident was closed but
two weeks ago we geldom hear it men-
tioned now. As soon as a certaln trial, |

pending at present, I8 brought into
court intercst will again be revived- '
and so it goes on. I

This brings me to the point | wiﬂhl
to make, namely, that by merely at-
tending with hectic emotionalism to
the many crimes committed for the
time being only, then promptly for-

getting themn, we are nourishing a can-
¢er which has already reacted upon us
and which, like a boomerang, will react |
in the future with even more telling

-

| childhood,

are asked for and welcomed, The com-
plete history, Including the mental testa

{and notes on subsequent visits, Is type-

written and kept on file,

Yhe history is taken in great detail
and hegina with the “chief complaint”
or the reason why the case ia gent 1o the
Clearing House and who accompanies to
give the facts.
tory" is taken and this embraces that of
the patient's parents, that of the pater-
nal and maternal grandparents,
special reference to any history of in-
sanity, nervous diseases, epllepsy, neu-
ropathic taint, tuberculosis, alcoholism
or criminality, likewise an Inquiry Into
the brightness and normality of the pa-
tlent's cousina. A complete list of the
brothera and sisters follows, how old

and | they are, what they work at, what their |

earning capacities are, or which schools
they attend and what grades they are
in. Then comes the “perspnal history™

and among the questions asked are the
attending Dbirth, |

following: Conditions
age at which walked and talked, defect
eymptoms during infancy, diseascs of
convul=tons, nge on entering
school, educability, tractability, emo-
tional tone, peculiarities of behavior, as-
sociation with other children, wayward-
ness, vices, sleep, appetite, complaints,
&c¢. Following, the patient is often
interviewed privately, other mental
teste and a complete physical exam-
ination are made and then the dingnosis
and prognosis formulnted with advice as
to treatment, supervision, &c,

Many cases are treated from the clinie
for Indefinite periods, others are sent to
the New York city children’'s hospitals

and schoo! on Randall’'s Island, where
there are 2,500 patients, or to up-State
institntions, Among the latter are the

Newnrk State Custodia!  Asvium for
Feeble Minded Women, where the moral
and mental defectivea remain during the
child bearing period of thelr lives. that
at fvracuse for the tenchable cuse
at Rome for "the unteachable,
coony for epileptics at Sonyea and
Letchworth Village, near Haverstraw,
Hesldes these institutions patients are
also fent to other smaller homes which |
are supported by charituble contribu-
tion.
The Binet-Simon test consista of a
geries of four or five questions listed
under the ages 3 to 12 ’ur example,
a normal six-year-old child shouid
able to tell whether it Is morning
afternoon; to define a fork. table, cly
and horse; to put a bunch of Kevs on a

he
or

designated chair, shut a designated d-mr
and lastly bring a cl-‘.-mn-w--i hnx to the
examiner; to Indicate his rleit in.lml

and point to hix left ear, and to choose

Types of feeble minded—From left to right:
cephalic, a Cretin, a Mongolian idiot, and a microcephalic.

Feeble minded children occupied in fancy work.

foree. Individuals are taught to profit
by thelr experiences. Why then does
not this great clty and State do lke-
wike?

Medicine is gradually evolving a new
principle
of lsoluted Individual attention, and no
longer ure we content to walt until dis.
e knocks at the door before attack-
fag 1t. hut we deliberately tuke precau-
thon thut it never shall appear.  Pre-
vention, however, must develop sec.
omdarily. fur we cannot guard agalnst
@uvthing the existence of which we are

orant of, hut what we can do s to

'm by experience and scent danger

when but comparatively few ex-
routhesn Provinees, i ssocue e,

S e———

community treatment ingtead |

next step, since we have insight into
what confronts us and, understanding,
need no longer fear, |18 to tuke advan-
| tage of what we know to protect our-
selves,

A splendld start was made
rection about two years ngo,

in this di-
when, due

(3. Behlapp, the so-called

| honse™  for

the auspices of the Department of Puhb-
lie Charitles and the commissionership
of Michael J Drummond. In that short
time over 4.000 new casea have bheen

—

vt patiepts. 4

to the Indefatigable efforts of Dr. Max |
“clearing |
mental defectives was  es- |
tablished at the New York Post-Gradu- | carelessly and If necessary repeated ex-| that
ate Hospital and Medical School under |aminations are

examined, and over 147 agencies have

mation concerning the patient be inac-

A normal child, Cretin aged 42, imbecile aged 32,

L luin
| mouth and arms;
and recognize the colors red, Yue, green |

a hydro-

the prettler hetween three pretty and
three ugly plcture faces that are shown
A child of 7 whould be able to count
thirteen penntes; uorien of
pletures, such as a driving a
sprinkling cart, &c.; that cer-
pletures shown CVeE, noss
i diamond,

descriie o
man

reallze
Ik
to cupy

and yellow., A normal oh!
ba able to answer al

under the ages 4, 4, 6. 6, 7 and ¥,
none under 9% As u rule a child,
of R, will not answer all of the ques-
tlons under B, but will a few under 9,
In these cases each correct wnswer
under # will counterbalance a similar
fallure under 8, and g0 the mental age
can readily be calculated, Hy dividing
the mental age by the actual agoe a so-
called mental coefMelent can be ascer-
tained, Accordingly a ten-year-old
child whose mental age measures five

ld of X should
the questions

years will then have & mental coefil- |
clent of flve-tenths
It #eems simple enough to do a

Binet test, but as a matter of fact,
the child answers I8 as lmportant as
what he answers, and it requires a per-
son gkilled in psychology and pedagogy
to perform the test properly and to
Interpret it correctly. The Hinet seale
may or may not be adequate ag an aid
In interpreting an adult's mentality,

how

and If not, Zlehen's intelligence tost
or the various form board and puszle |

tests may be employved,  Often one of

the most diftficult tasks 18 to distinguish |

between defeetiveness

The clearing house
rection of Dr. Max (i,
many years haz made a special study of
feehlemindedness and other abnormal
mental states, and assoclated with him
In the work of examining, recording

and fgnorance

Sehlapp, who for

curate, contradictory or otherwlse unre-
liable letters are written to the insti-
tution or school which
in which he may have been,
each coase a gradunte nurse

and in
I8 sent to

tha home who makes a complete and!

independent report of the environment
which she finds. A diagnosis or judg-
ment is never given  haphazardly

made and the patient Is
kept under observation for conslderable
periods,  Whenever the case |8 sent hy
the Children's Court, public schools,
charftable organizations, or whatlever,
a report la sent to that agency and
further correspondence and ovoperation
(1= &--* ol

he attends or |

ul‘|

and advising the large numbers that
‘dn\l_\' seck admission to the clinie
Drs. Florizel de 1. Myers, (G,
| Gere, Prederick W, Stechiman,
;H Hoffman, Helen Montague,
Code Vo Cornwall and the
psychologists are Mrs
Hngworth and Miss
One might say
every feehle minded
potential erhminal, and when one
to consider that mental v Hejency
rles from the slghtest degree of o
mality,

Helden
Richard
Herbert
wWriter,
Harry L.,
Hinckley

Hol-

persan

which often wlmost baffles

idiot, who practically leads no
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$11:90 worth $20.00

Solid Quartered Oak, Highly
Polished LargeBevel PlateGlass,
Roomy Dresser, size 21x42,

quality, the prices quoted

are ready to estimate
their line.

Accounts Opened

Fultqn St. &~»

Two Remarkably Fine Dressers
At Very Low Prices

L 4
P4
;
®
3
These dressers are guaranteed construction. Will give 3
you every satisfaction and, ’

$8:00 yorth $15.00

Solid Oak Finish, Oval
Bevel Plate, Good Sized Dresser,

size 20x36.

Fine

considering their good
are very low indeed.

Our Upholstery and Shade Departments

on anything required in

and Terms to Suit

DeKalb Ave.

'appreciate the problemin that confronts

the investigator, The most dangerous
are the go-called morons or high grade
y feebleminded, and especially =0 when
uEeocinted with their defectiveness
thera g also moral obliquity preeent,
T in whom the moral sense 19 de-
ficient frequently measurs up normally

ording to the Blnet smle,

The Roval College of Physiclang of
London suggested the following defini-

I ETE

tion of moral defectiveness, and this
definition was later adopted by the
Royal Commission on the Feeble-

minded as a basis of classification In
its inquiries. According to it, a morsl
tmbeclie '« a4 peraon who digplays from
"an early age, and in =p!te of careful up-

L strong  viclous or erimina!
sIties, on whom punishment hus

no detersent effect,” and al
aurh this detinitton does net mention

little or

sexual depravity, It Is ordinarily in-
cluded under this heading
I Although it is true that the morality

| of various peoples differ and that much
of it 12 an artificial standardization,

created because it s bhelieved that under

this particular standard peonle can Live
most amicably and hap
cidled mornl defectives do whk a oer

tadn moral which they ghonul
d from thelr heredity and bring-
g up. They fail to appreciate obliga-
tions either to Individuals or to focicty
a whole and the effect of training
| example or punishment upon them |s
[ practically nil. They may possess no
intellectual defect and may even realize
|1 1w eriminal nature of thelr acts, ve! the
| selfish pleasurs to be guined from their
|1 immorality or erlme completely out-

i have
_REQLUIE

ne

welghs the possibilities of detection and
therefore they do not hesitate to take
the risk. Some of * em are oven intel-
Hgent above the averace and many dis-
play remarikable clevorness and cun-
nitng. They ‘tdedly lacking in
balanecs wd self-control and their emo- |

nra e

tlonal reactions are frequently inade- |
quite and unsiable [
Another type that {s met with is a

variety of
ayhiect to

slightest

neuratie
irftubility, and who on the
provocation becomes so en
raged that he will commit a criminal

act possihly before he !s aware of it.|

Htill annther condition, known as psychie
epllepay, may at times render {ts vietim
a hopeless and helpless siave to all kinds
of morhbid animal tmpulses In thls
state tha patlent: may commit a erime,
although afterward ha doss not remem
ber whit has occurred
Thesa are but a few
ahnormal menta

ity that
leave entirely out

of the kinds of
are found, and
of conslderation the
drug habitues, the aleoholles and the 1;
ane The clearing housas
most promising start, b e work h
only hegun, It degerves tha support and
‘aoperation of every thinking individual
in the community, not to mention the

'y and the State Wea dannot begin
lon soon to guard ouraelves against a
common danger, and by go doing wa also
guard thesa poor unfortunates against
themselves,

has made &

it th
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For the henefit of tha Clearine House
for Mental Defectives th
free Wlansants
tel,

era will ba &
the Vanderbilt Ho-
Della Robbla room, on May 2.
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PIANOS;

5 Big New
Specials

This is a gowl time to select a
nice new or used upright planoe,
We are offering several blg baps
ginins—come carly.

See Our New Special
Fﬂ‘pf&' '375

\1 nthiy
STOOL,
COVER. [

FBEE s “I
Used Uprights---Bargains
On Sale Monday, April 27th
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N0 INTEREST Cnanees,” " o
$30 James & Co. 33
115 Carlton
125 Livingston
135 E. Gabler
150 Billings
160 Wheelock
175 Needham
185 Weber
210 Sohmer el P
250 Steinway & Son Untll Pad

Piano
Moving

Oour Moving Dept., that ha=<
hundied this work for over 350

ARS, will move vour plano, us
suring expert service, ut ressonable
prices, Clity or m-nnlr\—-mnn
Sery h'u

soe‘fz &

MUSH
ARIAC IZ
Lk,

12 vay huy u ]
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The arrangements are under the aus-
plees of the Friends Leagus, of which
Mrs, Nathanlel Alexander !'s prasident;
Miss Pearl H. Leon, aecretary; Na-
thanial Alexander, treasurer, and
Meler, chairman of the board of dlrec-
tors,  Other membara ura Mra Irving
W. Bamberger, Mr. and Arthur
Miss Rhoda Bondy and Mi-s
Selma Mavnard,

Mies Hroughton, Mr. Fitirerald and
other professionals have consented to
interpretations of the morern

Thera will algo ran for the
imateurs who demonstrata t
=kill.

Among the patrons and

Mra.

l.dssauer,

Jive
Aalce

@ ETrentest

PRIrONsssen

are Mavor and Mrs AMitohel, IDistriet
Attorney and Mrs, Whitna Mr. and
Mra. Marcus M. Marks, ©tto T Dannard,
Mr. and Mra. Herman Rilder, Mry
torden Harrliman, Mrs ine Alex
ander, Mrs, Frances 1uvldson, Heur
W. Herbert, Alhert Ridley, Dr. [.u's
Haupt, Prof. Thorndlke, Mr. and Mr
Vinecent Loeser, Mr, and Mrs. Geores
Pohlman, Mr. and Mrs, Herman Baur,
Carl Schaetzer, Fdward Benneche and

| € ienrga Naumberg,

]

| WAR FEATURES |

I
| OU have heard of the command “Clear decks for action!” but vou never !:
| saw an actual photograph of the scene on board of one of Uncle Sam'’s ;l
. dreadnoughts when that command is given. A remarkable full page !l

Sam’s splendid sea soldiers.

photograph, taken while the tars were carrying out the order, shows you
exactly how the work is accomplished.

ERA CRUZ added new laurels to the bright battle records of Uncle
These fighting marines, whose courage and

steadiness takes them where the bullets are thickest, are probably the
best trained body of fighters in the world and have accomplished wonders
for this country. Read of their work and their heroes next Sunday.

OALING a battleship at sea is dirty and hard work and the one task
“jack’ dislikes, for he labors in a continual cloud of soft coal dust.
ship’s band furnishes lively strains to cheer him during the distasteful ~

but necessary work. A remarkable photograph next Sunday shows the scene i
on deck of one of our dreadnoughts while she was being coaled at sea recently. :

AVE you any idea of the country through which our army must fight
its way to Mexico city ?
gives you a concrete idea of the topography of the land lying between

Vera Cruz and the Mexican capital.

If not, a large sized

In Next SUNDAY’S SUN

It is the first time such a photo- .
graph ever appeared in print and is well worth saving. '

The

photograph next Sunday
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